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The 3-year M .A./C .A.S. program  in School 
Psychology requires a m inim um  of 70 
credit hours.  C ourses provide a careful 
balance betw een academ ic content and 
application of learned skills.  Beginning in 
the first sem ester of the program , students 
are placed in a supervised practicum  to 
use the skills learned in core courses.   
 
G raduate hours include courses in psy-
chological foundations, educational 
foundations, intervention/problem -
solving, professional school psychol-
ogy, professional practice, research, 
m easurem ent and statistics.   
 
Students w ho com plete the program  are 
eligible for certification as a school psy-
chologist in N ew  York State.  Eligibility 
for certification in other states m ay vary. 
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The School Psychology Program  at SU N Y 
Plattsburgh upholds the C ollege’s m is-
sion statem ent, w hich provides essential 
com m itm ents to intellectual inquiry and 
to service.  The graduate program  em -
phasizes training students as practitioner-
scientists by providing a balance betw een 
academ ic com ponents in psychology and 
education and application of that know l-
edge in practice.   
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G raduates from  the program  em erge w ith 
skills necessary to be life-long learners as 
they are taught to constantly evaluate the 
services they provide. 
 
The follow ing  goals have been identi-
fied for the program : 
 

��To prepare problem -solving  psy-
chologists, professionals w ho use 
scientific inquiry and  w ho w ork ef-
fectively w ith others in the identi-
fication, prevention and  rem edia-
tion of child, adolescent and  adult 
psycho-educational problem s. 

 

��To prepare individuals w ho have de-
veloped a broad know ledge base in 
psychology necessary to provide 
school-based services.  Exposure is 
provided to all dom ains of school psy-
chology as identified by the N ational 
Association of School Psychologists. 

 

��To prepare psychologists w ith a 
strong com m itm ent to life-long 
learning and w ho effectively contrib-
ute to the practice of the profession. 

 
This preparation is accom p lished 
through extensive one to one contact 
am ong students and  faculty m em bers.  
Although com petency in the prim ary 
roles of the school psychologist (i.e., 
consultation, assessm ent, direct inter-
vention, system  level program m ing) is 
established in all students, each stu-
dent is encouraged to develop  his/her 
strengths and interests. 
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The graduate program  requirem ents 
are com posed of four prim ary areas: 
academ ic course w ork, practica, intern-
ship, and the thesis.  Academ ic course 
w ork com bines a careful balance of con-
tent know ledge and application of 
know ledge in the field.  Students take 
courses in psychology and education 
that cover content in areas relevant to 
school psychology.  C oncurrently, stu-
dents use the core know ledge in the 
practicum , w hich is tailored to fit the 
current skills each student possesses.  
From  these experiences, the student w ill 
have assem bled a portfolio of projects 
that dem onstrate com petency in con-
tent application.   
 

The internship is the culm inating  ex-
perience for the student.  U nder site 
and university-based supervision, the 
student continues to develop  the 
skills to becom e a school psycholo-
gist.  Throughout the three years in 
the program , the student w ill de-
velop expertise in various areas, 
w hich stim ulate the form ation and  
com p letion of the thesis project. 
 

SU N Y Plattsburgh is accredited by the 
M iddle States Association of C olleges 
and Secondary Schools and the State 
U niversity of N ew  York Board of Re-
gents.  The School Psychology pro-
gram  has recently received accredita-
tion from  the N ational Association of 
School Psychologists. 
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Adm ission to the program  is m ade 
only for the Fall sem ester.  The dead-
line for subm ission of app lication m a-
terials is February 15February 15February 15February 15. App licants are 
urged to com p lete their app lication 
w ell before that tim e since app lica-
tions are review ed and  action taken 
as soon as they are received.   
 

The follow ing  factors are considered: 
 

��The total application, including a 
brief essay on reasons for pursuing 
a career in School Psychology. 

��O fficial transcript (s), including grade 
point average and evidence of 
breadth of interests and skills.  The 
m inim um  acceptable undergraduate 
grade point average for all app licants 
to graduate program s at the college 
is 2.5, but the guideline used by the 
Psychology D epartm ent is a m ini-
m um  of 3.0. 

 

��Evidence of superior achievem ent in 
courses m ost closely allied w ith the 
applicant’s stated interests.  The enter-
ing student is expected to have com -
petence at the undergraduate level in 
experim ental psychology and statisti-
cal analysis, personality, learning and 
developm ent.  H ow ever, an under-
graduate degree in psychology is not 
required. 

 

��Evidence of experience in w orking w ith 
children, preferably in school settings. 

 

��Three letters of recom m endation w hich 
attest to the academ ic and professional 
prom ise of the applicant. 

 

��Although not required, G raduate Re-
cord Exam ination (G RE) aptitude scores 
m ay be subm itted.  C om bined scores 
(verbal and quantitative) of 1000 or 
above m ay strengthen the application. 

 

��The com m ittee m ay ask candidates 
to com e to the cam pus for interview s 
w ith m em bers of the G raduate Ad-
m issions C om m ittee. 

 

��Availability of openings in the gradu-
ate program . 
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SU N Y Plattsburgh is a residential college 
of 5,400 undergraduates and  600 gradu-
ate students em phasizing  professional 
preparation w ithin a solid  liberal arts tra-
dition.  H igh teaching standards, a sig-
nificant level of faculty involvem ent w ith 
students, and  the best possible scholar-
ship  com bine in an atm osphere of civility 
and scenic beauty.  The C ollege’s prox-
im ity to C anada—especially cosm opoli-
tan M ontreal—adds a distinct interna-
tional com ponent that is reflected in the 
curriculum .  Plattsburgh is also w idely 
know n for its w elcom ing  and  supportive 
cam pus com m unity. 


