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What Do You Think About The Raquette’ s Future?
Please let us know what you think about the proposals outlined in this Mfoibteh input and

comments regarding the plan are welcome and should be directed to: Jim Mioghgmic
Development SpecialistechnicalAssistance Center at SUNMattsbugh, 101 Broad § Platts-
burgh, NY 12901 or via e-mail at murphyja@plattspporedu Comments will be accepted until
June 6, 2007All comments received by that time will be incorporated into the final report.
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About The Project:

Charting The Future of the Raquette River Corridor

The ultimate purpose of this project was to help ch&@ne of the first challenges in developing a single vi-
the course of the future of the Raquette River corrigsion for such a complicated stretch of water was to iden-

by developing goals and objec-
tives designed to:

- Increase opportunities for
public access, watdrased
recreation and tourism;

‘Protect sensitive waterfront
resources;

‘Revitalize villages, hamlets
and main streets;

-Protect historic resources and
enhance opportunities
for heritage tourism;

-Protect water qualifyand

-‘Develop a sustainable tourism-based economy

The process used in developing this strategic plar
been as important — perhaps even more importg
than its final recommendation$he route we havq
taken, charted by NeWork Sate’s LocalWaterfront
Revitalization Program, has helped towns and villa
throughout the state to bring new life and ggeto

tify and to bring together the
river corridofs many stakehold-
ers, including state agencies
with management authority over
the waterway like the
Adirondack ParkAgency and
the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation, municipal of-
ficials, tourism promotion
agents and economic develop-
ers, rivefrelated businesses and
recreational enthusiasts and
other residents who value the
river and understand the importance of both protecting
and taking full advantage of this unique asset.

With guidance and the financial support of the NYS
Department of tates Division of Coastal Resources, a
core group of people interested in making more of the
river corridor was expanded to include as many stake-
tasders as possible from throughout the corridibe
nformation of the Raquette River Corridor Revitaliza-
e tion SrategyAdvisory Committee brought together
people with many diéring views about how best to
gpeotect and/or use the river as a significant catalyst for
economic growthThe committee worked together for

their communitiesThis process focuses on buildifgeveral months to meld their disparate dreams into a

consensus and implementing a clear vision of the
ture. It depends upon broad public involvement, (
ative partnerships, patience and persistence.

These elements were especially important in deve
ing a plan for the Raquette River corridstrmore than
170 miles, the Raquette is the second longest rivs
NewYork Sate. But it has never really been lookeq
as a single entitynstead, the Raquette has been vie
in only small segments, flowing through three co
ties and no less than 15 municipalities. It starts in
Adirondack Park and ends at thlevesasne-5 Regis

fecemmon vision and to, ultimateliay the groundwork
Lréor a shared future for all Raquette River communities.

The Advisory Committee and the Dept. ofag ap-
lgroved a Public Participation Plan designed to ensure
that everyone who valued the river had an opportunity
prtinoffer their ideas, concerns and priorities for its fu-
atire development. Past practice has taught that success-
véal waterfront revitalization happens when the commu-
mity realizes that the waterfront belongs to thé&ime
thelvisory Committee drove that point home when con-
ducting three visioning workshops designed to help

Mohawk Reservation.

Continued on Page 4

http://www .rac

For more information about the Raquette RiverCorridor revitalization
project or the Friends of the Raquette RiverCorridor, visit their website at:

quetteriver.org/

River Corridor
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Charting The Course of the Raquette’

Continued From Page 3
participants reveal the ways in which they use and \

their waterfront and the river corridor and to iden f§h

important issues, opportunities, and potential obst4
to future waterfront revitalization feirts.

The workshops were held in flifent parts of the rive
corridor:

Aug. 3, 2006 at thé&dirondack Museum ir
Blue Mountain Lake

Aug. 10, 2006 at Norwood-Norfolk Centn
School, and

Aug. 17, 2006 at SUNESF Ranger Schoq
in Wanekena.

TheAug. 10 workshop drew more than 40 participa
including public oficials, business leaders, recreatio
enthusiasts and members of the general public.

The other two sessions drew significantly fewer ped
but nevertheless allowed members of Advisory
Committee to make important connections with sta
holders in those regionall three public sessions ge
erated significant publicity for the revitalizatioriaat.

s Future...

afjgcause so many of the recommendations outlined in
is report will ultimately require community support,
\dbwas vital to involve the public right at the beginning

of the procesd he course of action outlined in the Local

Waterfront Revitalization Program has not only helped
I theAdvisory Committee to build and sustain local sup-
port for the revitalization &rt, but has also helped to
foster an appreciation of corridaiide assets and a rec-
ognition of local issues and concerns of communities
along the Raquette.

N

aLI'his input, as well as the expertise of the experts and
enthusiasts who make up #havisory Committee, were

bl used to develop a consensus vision for the future of the
river corridor and the goals and strategies that will be

ntszsed to achieve that vision.

ndlhe cooperative nature of thifat will provide the
impetus for an ongoing process for enhancing the tour

lsm economies of the river corridor while protecting
Pifie assets that make those economies sustainable.

kene of the most important aspects of this process is
N-that it connects the communities along the river corri-
dor in ways that have not been explored before.

A Revitalization S trategy for the Raquette
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Raquette Corridor Cut s Through Three Counties,

Flowing From Blue Mount

The geographic boundary for the Raquette River ¢
dor was designed to follow recognizable natural

tures surrounding the riveghe primary highways use
to access the corridor and those communities with|c
rent and/or potential connections to the Raquette R
Since one of the primary goals of the initiative waj

seek ways to better connect river communities tg t

Raquette, as well as each othiee geographic bound
aries of the study area included each of the comn;
ties in their entirety

The communities identified as Raquette River com
nities for the purpose of this study include:

In &. Lawrence CountytheTown of Massena/illage
of MassenaJown of Norfolk, Village of Norwood,
Town of Potsdamyillage of PotsdamJTown of
Parishville,Town of PierrepontTown of Colton ang
theTown of PiercefieldThe project also includes lan
within theAkwesasne-6 Regis Mohawk Reservatiop.

In Franklin countytheTown of Tupper Lake and the
Town of Harrietstown.

In Hamilton CountytheTown of Long Lake and the

Town ofArietta.

The Raquette River Corridor extends approxima
170 miles from the source of the river near Blue Mo
tain Lake to its final destination at tA&wesasne/S

ain Lake T o Akwesasne

D Ik

nigue to a river of its size, the Raquette
d flows north, passing through many
I\}aialtural and man-made lakes.

S

D

o

f8e Raquette River is the second longest river in New

j_York Sate, behind the Hudson, and the longest river in
Jive northwesAdirondacks.

The Raquette wanders through some of the most pic-

ntyresque and historic areas in the North Country until
it empties into the SLawrence. Unique to a river of
its size, the Raquette flows north, passing through many
natural and man-made lakes, and providing drainage
for approximately 900 square miles of thairondack
Park.

4! he construction of hydroelectric dams on the Raquette
River created a series of eight reservoirs called the
‘Upper Impoundments. Carry Falldagk Falls, Blake

e Falls, Rainbow Falls, South Colton, Higley Flaand

Colton Flow reservoirs comprise this 30 mile stretch

of river. For the whitewater enthusiasts, the 15 mile

stretch of the Raquette River from Piercefield to Carry

Falls is one of the premier routes in the stdiee sec-

tefiyn of the river between Potsdam and Norwood and

ubetween Norwood and Raymondbville is oftengfatr
ten because of the dams obstructing the river and low

Regis Mohawk Reservation on thie Sawrence River

levels of water at certain times of the year

As the river tumbles off the
Adirondack Dome, the ver-
tical drop from Carry Falls
reservoir to Hannawa Falls
iIs approximately 800 feet
over a dist ance of about 35
miles - a drop of almost 23
feet every mile.

—

~

=

River Corridor
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Few Have Real Appreciation For Corridor Assets

At more than 170 miles, the Raquette River is Nevk Sate’s second longest rivarext to the mighty Hudson.

But driving along the scenic Olympic Byway west to where Route 3 intersects with Route 56 in the middle of the
Adirondack Park, few visitors to NeMork’s “North Country” will gain a true appreciation for the central role

the river corridor has played in the reg®history culture and economy for more than 200 years.

Some sections of the river have clearly defined tourist markets interwoven into the local eaghitenyther
sections are almost invisible to visitors and residents dilkecasual motorist traveling along the roads that run
along or across this vital waterway are likely to miss much of what the Raquette Has teveh experienced
paddlers and sportsmen are apt to view the corridor in only small sections, suitable for a day of fishing, some
overnight camping or the pursuit of specific recreational opportunities like hunting or whitewater rafting.

Few have viewed the entire river corridor in any meaningful Wawver still have tried to incorporate the entire
corridors many assets into a unified strategy for revitalizing the communities along the Ragfhdteall

corridor communities understand the economic importance and potential of their waterfronts, some do a better
job than others in directly connecting the Raquette to their local econdridste, local riverelated eco-

nomic development is not being conducted on a coridde basis.

Corridor 's History and Culture:

Raquette River Provided Region’ s First ‘Highway’

The early history of the Raquette River was writfggower of the Raquette for saw mills, grist mills, paper

by the native peoples who used the lower sectionroflls and woolen factories. Settlement at Childwold, ad-
theAh.na.wate, or rapid riveras it flows into the S | jacent to the Raquette in the town of Piercefield, did not
Lawrence River for hunting and fishing sites apaccur until 1878. In 1892, the Piercefield Paper and Min-
later, the regiors first trading settlementVith the | ing Company began operating a paper mill at Piercefield.
river filled with fish and the forests full of game, th& his mill on the Raquette was one of the original mills in

native ancestors dtkwesasne and sister tribes ugethe later formation of International Paper Company

the river as a water highway to native settlemen S . , .
g y ' ﬁurlng the early- to mid-1800s, the community of

far south as Norwood, and beyond to the great Massena also grew in prominence as a health retreat as
derness that was tialirondacks. Laterthe Frenc grewin p : . .
ople flocked to the area to enjoy the medicinal ben-

and then the English used the river to extend t glts of bathing in the sulphur mineral springs found along
beaver trapping empires. Early explorers of Sr@& Raquette Riverknown to the Indians as

Raquette noted tall pines, which soon were harve | aswastakeras. meaning “the place where the mud
to be exported through Montreal to Europe for ma S@nasw ’ g P W u

of sailing ships. It is interesting to note that explrgme”S bad,” the Iroquois had been visiting the springs

tion of the Raquette began from the Bawrence and using the waters for their “curative” powers for gen-

River to the north. It was much later that explorat O%ratlons before settlers from New England and Europe

reached into the higher elevations ofAldirondacks came to this aredhe sulphur springs provided a boom-
'| ing economy for the place known as Massena Springs.

The first really permanent non-native settlemen¥any grand homes and hotels opened and grew to ac-
where the river leaves the mountains and enter$ tmenmodate the many people who would come to “take
. Lawrencé/alley, was established after 1802 whethe Massena waters.” For those who coulttavvel here,
David Clarkson and his brothar-law purchased & the curative waters were locally bottled and shipped far
large part of th&ownship of Potsdam. In spite of theand wideThe Springs continued as the commusityfi-

long, cold winters, land was cleared for farming, andary industry until the turn of the 20th century when
the river provided both transportation and power|{fandustry found its footing with low cost hydro power

the logging industnyA lot of Adirondack timber was

floated down the Raquette to saw mills in Potsdr?{imarily In response to the interests of Pots@aarh-
By the mid-1800s, busy little towns like Norwodd?S" Entrepreneurs, a law was passed by Ker Sate

Norfolk and Raymondville were also harnessing fthe

Continued on Page 8
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The Raquette River Corridor: Four Rivers in One

Perhaps the easiest way to appreciate the true magnitude and diversity of the Raquette River corridor is to
consider it as four rivers in one, each defined by distinct natural features and historic fulttioriger is

referred to as the ‘flink Line” along its upper source, the ifd/River” where it runs free and relatively unen-
cumbered with its rapids and falls, thedWhorse River” along the section of river dominated by hydroelectric
dams and reservoirs, and “Ah.na.ted’or Rapid Rivera term used here to describe where the Raquette flows

into the $. Lawrence River adkwesasne (SRegis Mohawk Reserve on the U.S. side). It is important to note

that the Mohawks, howeveaefer to the entire RaquetteAds.na.wate.

Trunk Line — This section of the river includes the traditioAdirondack canoe route running from Raquette

Lake to Forked Lake, through Long Lake and down the Raquette River to the canoe carry around Raquette Falls,
then down té\xton Landing. During much of the early settlement of this flat-water section of the upper Raquette,
the river was used for hunting, fishing and trapping, first by native peoples, then the French and English and
later by early settlers, expert wilderness guides and those wealthy sportsmen who came to view the northern
wilderness as their personal playground. In the early spring, this section of the river servegebaitogr

lumber industry downrivet.ogs cut in this section of the river during the winter were driven down the Raquette

to mills in Tupper Lake or further down to mills in Colton, Hannawa Falls, Potsdam, Norwood and Norfolk.

Wild River —This section of riverfrom Piercefield to the beginning of the Carry Falls Resemainains much

as it has for centuries. Because this segment of the river drops by more than 100 feet in elevation in approxi-
mately 15 miles, this section includes much of the serious whitewater left on what was once a very wild river
There are carries around most of the rapids and falls, but they are not well maikegction of the Raquette

River is very scenic and includes several miles of pristine flat water paddling. “The wild river” is today a little
known treat for the whitewatgraddling enthusiast, but lumbermen once knew it for its very dangerous rapids
and falls.

Workhorse River —Today this section of river contains nine dams with reservoirs (Carry Raltk, Blake

Falls, Rainbow Falls, Five Falls, South Colton, Higley Falls, Colton, and Hannawa Falls). Most of them are used
for the production of hydroelectric poweMost of these dams were constructed during the 1950s and the
reservoirs that were created are nowdalakes that provide excellent recreational opportuniigshe river
tumbles of the Adirondack Dome, the vertical drop from Carry Falls reservoir to Hannawa Falls is approxi-
mately 800 feet over a distance of about 35 miles - a drop of almost 23 feet everylingilaydroelectric
production of these dams is enormo#idl. of the dams have well-marked carry trails for paddlers wishing to
travel from one reservoir to the next. Historically this section of the river was a very wild section. diMither
logging and milling being the primary use of the rjvewas, and is still a real workhorse of a river

Rapid River -There are no fewer than nine additional dams and impoundments from Hannawa Falls down
river to Raymondville, but these are smaller in scale and stbieg. are not as imposing and do not create
extensive reservoirghis section of the Raquette River is veryatiént from the sections further up-rivahis

is a pastoral and industrial rivéFhere are a few sections of class | rapids around some of the dams and there are
several old industrial ruins of pulp and paper mills along the, @gawell as currently operating paper mills near
Norwood and Norfolk.

Note -The orientation of the residents of the Lower Raquette Ragat flows through thetS_awrencevalley

to empty into the SLawrence Riveris much diferent than those of the Upper Raquette. Here the river has
served as “the backyard” for these communities, used primarily to carry pollutants away from the factories,
towns and villages along its banks. Modern pollution control measures have cleaned up this section ¢f the river
, but the popular orientation is still veryfdifent from the residents living up-riv@ihere the Raquette is viewed

as the “front yard” for those communities that have traditionally based their livelihoods eretated tourism.

A Revitalization S trategy for the Raquette River Corridor




Advisory Board Member Mike
Prescott spent much of the summer
of 2006 paddling the entire length of
the Raquette Rivedeveloping a com-
prehensive educational program high-
lighting the historyculture and natu-
ral assets of the corriddte is pre-
senting this program in communities
along the corridoiFor more informa-
tion on Mike's program, e-mail him
at mprescol@nycap.com

Raquette River History , From Great Camp s To Healing W aters...

Continued From Page 7 o
in 1846 declaring the rivefrom Raquette Lake to the | N 1846, New York State classified the

S. Lawrence, to be a public highway for lumbering | Raquette River as a public highway for
Now the river channel could be improved and fully ytifl the benefit of downstream lumber mills.
lized to float logs to down-stream lumber mills. Lu
bering was a tough and dangerous job in wild and|urr

predictable territoryMany river drivers were sweptinterests.The Kildare Club, originally known as the
away hurt and drowned, working the logjams alonganderbilt Club, was founded in 1881 and acquired
this wild and remote section of rivelPaddlers can stil] 10,000 acres of land in HopkintenKildare section,

see the remains of rock retaining walls built to kegtutting the Franklin County lin@oday much of this
logs in the river flow and not allow them to pile up|iproperty remains a private estate. In 1894 the Jordan
low-lying backwater areas. Many used the giant gl&iub was founded and soon purchased a section of land
cial deposit, “Sunday Rock” in South Colton to marfor a seasonal community on the eastern shore of the
the transition from civilization to wilderness, wher&aquette at Hollywood, a community now subgeer
there was no Sunday - and very little l&wlogging | beneath the waters of Carry Falls Resen®imilar
railroad was constructed in 1916 and improved ac¢etsbs were founded throughout the adirondacks and
by rail and petroleum-powered equipment brought afong the Raquette River corridor

end to the big log drives on the Raquette by 1924.

The inhabitants of the Raquette River corridor once
In the mid- to late-1800s, about the time whiéil.H. | used boats more for necessity than pleasiire.ca-
Murray described the corridor in his book “Adventuilesoe, rowboat anddirondack guide boat were all

in theWilderness,” thAdirondacks became the préneeded to ease the burdens of travel before the advent
mier destination for small boat vacations. Distance flomfha good road systeMith the introduction and main-
major population centers did not exclude the Raquettmance of a good road system, boating became less
River corridor from the rush of wealthy sportsmen whessential as a means of transportation.

were discovering the attractions of the northern
derness. By the end of the Ciwar, several small ho
tels were catering to downstate sportsmen, includi
hotel near grk Falls known as Racquette House. M
hotels sprang up to accommodate the visiting “spoits,
and exclusive hunting clubs were formed by out i(ﬁlI ms.

I&_onstruction of the Niagara Mohawk power projects
'nafhe 1950s also significantly altered the nature of the
iver corridor as waterfalls and rapids were dried up
b covered up and new lakes created behind the power
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Corridor Provides
Visitors Diverse
Outdoor Experience

The Raquette Rive corridor provides visitors with
rich and diverse outdoor experience. From its pictu
esque scenery to its bountiful array of plant and a
mal life, the river corridor serves to showcase thol
sands of acres of distinctive river and marsh habital

More Hiking Opportunities

http://northcountryguide.com/tourism/outdoor/hikir

Jamestown Falls and Moody Fallgeasy)
Short, unmarked routes lead to views of these exciting

o/

falls
r

section of Routes 3 and 56, an unmarked trail leads

’ron the Raquette Rivekbout 1.5 miles north of the inte

‘waterfall. Private property is adjacent to both areas, p

The Raquette River corridor is home to endangerg8t@y Within the boundaries of state land.

species like the bald eagle and the spruce gréuse
cording to Newvork Sate Breeding Bird\tlas data,
101 species of birds are believed to breed along t
river corridor Birds associated with marshes, ponds

mon loon, great blue heron, green herdmerican

bittern, Canada goose and shore birds such as the s gl

ted sandpipeThe most common ducks found along
the river include thémerican black duck, mallard,
wood duck, hooded mganser and common ngam-

barred owl, great horned owl, red-tailed hawk, shar
shinned hawk, red-shouldered hawk, coopers hawk

SoneValley RecreationAr ea(7.5 mile loop or 3.2 mile
one-way easy to moderate)

this walk which has several steep sections and leads
referred to as “Th&ubs."The first mile below the Colto
m is especially exciting. Informational plaques arg

the west side.
http://adklaurentian.of?page=stonevalléyml

Higley Flow State ParkTrails: A number of great trail

ser Birds of prey common to the corridor include thj-:tp://wwwadirondackhistomrq/newquides/index.html

broad-winged hawk. Songbirds, such as woodpecke
flycatchers, wrens, thrushes, vireos, warblers, blac
birds, finches, grosbeaks, and sparrows can all be sp
ted along the corridor

There are many rare and exotic plants, as well as plg
tiful fishing for walleyes, perch, bass and pike.Ce
tain native species, notably brook trout and roun

whitefish, have declined due to the introduction gferal diferent ecological habitats - pine plantations,

e available at Higley Flow State Paflake route 56

K= watch for signs on the right. Small day use fee du
atmmer months, but trails are open for skiing all winte
no chage.TheWarm BrookTrail follows the BlueTrail

Markers. It is 1.3 miles of rolling, hilly trail through tk
Bark’s northern hardwood forests and pine plantatibine.
Beaver Pondrail follows theYellow Trail Markers and
(s .9 miles longThe interpretative trail goes through

hlands, open meadowand northern hardwoods, and wir

other fishes. Other natives, brown bullhead and cre|
chubs, for example, are presently much more ab
dant than ever historicallilaving been spread to man
waters where previously absent. Like the majority
waters in todayg Adirondack wilderness areas, fish
populations along the river corridor have been su
stantially altered by the activities of mankind.

The Raquette River Corridor is teeming with all kind$

of wildlife, including coyotes, fox, otters, beaypor

cupines, minks and muskrats, as well agdamam-
mals like moose, white tail deer and black bean-
viding a variety of hunting opportunities.

For whitewater enthusiasts, the 15-mile stretch of th

alongside this traillThe Cedar BrooKrail follows the Re

fTrail Markers and is 3.8 miles longhe trail has sever
loops that go through pine plantations. feos steep, hilly
terrain, suitable for advanced cross-country skiers.

around a beaver ponthere are seven interpretative Si(j

State Park at 262-2880.
Browns Bridge-Postwood Park(5.7 miles, easy|

is intersected by numerous back roads that provide 1
different options for walks of various duratiofiere is
a swimming area and a canoe access site at the sand
on the Raquette River

http://www.co.st-lawrence.nys/Trail-Guide/

Raquette River from Piercefield to Carry Falls is onf

5L CTrailGuide-7-03.pdf

lakes and streams are numerous and include the cqiRth sides of the rivevou'll enjoy viewing the dramatif

rapids, waterfalls, gges, rock outcroppings and a sectjon

?jv-
et-

o the

base of Moody Falls where the river twists through a cljasm
and drops 22 feeAnother mile up the road, a .3 mile wodds
road leads to views of Jamestown Falls, a long caschding

ease

b
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This trail system, used primarily for cross-country skiipg,
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Continued on Page 10
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Corridor Offers Ample Opportunities, Limited

While the Raquette River corridor provides ample
portunity for canoeing, kayaking, fishing and comm
ing with nature, full enjoyment of this remarkable
source is limited by access that is, at best, infor
inconsistent and/or simply unavailable along m;
stretches of the river

Access

Ofhe river are clearly defined by sections of the river
Uiincluding routes along Blue Mountain Lake, Long Lake,
[ERaquette Lake/Raquette Falls ahgpper Lake. Ca-
MAbes equipped with paddles may be rented at boat liv-
®fies in Old Fage, Raquette Lake, Blue Mt. Lake, Long
Lake, Saranac Lakélupper Lake, South Colton,
prgsdam and at many hotels.

Although boating access is available at numerous gpo

along the rivermuch of the corridor is inaccessible
motorists because of the lack of designated public
ing areas, ‘drive-in’ camping facilities, appropria
signage and other infrastructure that would make
cess to the river more convenient, particularly to
occasional or day use visitéfccess issues are gens
ally more pronounced in the northern portion of
corridor.

Even where access might be available, public la|
canoe carries and take-outs are sometimes not
marked and access seems to be limited to the sur
seasonTo date, no formal assessment of the corrsd
trails, carries or other infrastructure has been condd
to facilitate a better understanding of how — or e
whether — to make access improvements.

The Raquette River corridor includes some of the 1
popularAdirondack canoe routes. Canoe routes al

Corridor Boast s Rich
Natural Resources...

Continued From Page 9

tAs the Raquette flows to the dam at Colton Flibvs
atjpical of other small rivers that flow through the
Iteounty Access is available at numerous points, fishing
@ressure is light, and gamefish range from crappies and
theuskie on the lower sections to trout in the upper re-
elgions.Through the Raquette River corrigaisitors and
thesidents can access hundreds of square miles of state
forest land that is open to the public for hiking, hunt-
nng bird watching and many other forms of recreation.

Weltther upstream on the Raquette are Jamestown and
NMeobdy Falls, accessed by short trails from Route 56.
PStoneValley is a cooperative recreation area and the
clfing trails that run along both the east and west sides
Vel the river can be accessed from the bridge in Colton.

Brookfield Power Inc., the primary operator of the
ngsaquette River hydrogeneration facilities ih. S
on@wrence Countyoperates several recreation facili-

ties, including boat launches and two campgrounds, of

Route 56 on the western shore of the river that provide

public accessA small parcel of Nework Sate wild

forest land adjacent to Route 56 at Jamestown Falls
provides public motor vehicle access.

of the premier routes in the stalde rapids and wa
terfalls include Upper and Lower S®Rapids (class |
and class 1V), Burnt Island and Pier Rapids (class

| Higley Flow Sate Park is located in the township of
I§olton.The park is located on Higley Floa body of

Hedgehog Rapids (class Il), Moosehead Rapids, (vevgter which is an impoundment of the Raquette River
scenic mile and a quartetass Il and Ill), Moody Falls The park ofers a sandy beach on Higley Flow with
(very dangerous classVI falls) and finally Jamestowhn shower facilities and a lifeguard, a nature center which
Falls (like Moody Falls an extremely dangerous clag§ers summer activities for children, picnic tables and
V -Vl falls). Brookfield Power also schedules releasg&vilions, a playground, hiking, a nature trail, recre-
for whitewater paddling of thet@eValley section of ation programs, a boat launch, fishing, a campground
the Raquette in Colton. with tent and trailer sites, seasonal deer hunting,

o _ snowmobiling, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, and
With its warm summer days and refreshingly co%e fishing

nights, overnight camping at any of the several Ig¢an-

tos located along the river banks of the Upper Raquietfee Red SandstoriEail, located between Hannawa

is a once in a lifetime experience, if only for its parkalls and Potsdam (see map, next page), provides an-
oramic views of the gently slopigirondack moun4 other unique hiking opportunity along the river corri-
tains, especially when summer gives way to the bjader. The trail begins on Mill 8eet in Hannawa Falls

of autumn colors at the end of the season. Continued on Page 1 1
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Corridor Provides Ample Opportunities For Fun...

Continued From Page 10

across from the fire station and continues without in-
terruption for 3.5 miles to the northern tip of Sugar
Island. Itis intended to be a feseason traillThe Sugar
Island portion of the trail includes more than two miles
of cross-country ski trails.

The Catamount Lodge and Forest, located on Route 56
near Colton, also maintains a trail system which is open
for public use and provides access to the Catamount
Forest Preserve parcel.

Canoe access to the river above the dam in Potsdam is
available in the village near Clarkson Inn. Below the
dam access is easily found at bridges, roadsides, and
sites near the hydroelectric dams. Handicapped access
and a boat launch are found at Norwood Pond.

Norwood Pond is a popular place for recreation on the
Raquette River and can be quite busy the other
hand, the section of the river between Potsdam and
Norwood and between Norwood and Raymondville is
often fogotten because of the dams obstructing the river
and low levels of water at certain times of the year
Canoes and other easily portaged boats are ideal to
navigate this section of rivekccess to the Raquette is
also available at Springs Park in the village of Massena
and at the river corridts end afkwesasne, where the
Raquette runs into the.3 awrence River

DEC Identifies Corridor Assets
In Unit Management Plans

The NewYork Sate Department of Environmentgl
Conservation has released the Draft Unit Mangge-
ment Plan (UMP) for the Raquette Boreal Unit,
which contains a lge section of the Raquette Ri
corridor. Unit Management Plans are intended] to
assess the natural and physical resources present
within a unit, identify opportunities for recreatio

they identify DEC management objectives for plib-
lic use which are consistent with the land clasdifi-
cation guidelines and the wild character of thgse
lands.The UMPIis available at:
http://www.dec.state.nus/website/dIf/publand
ump/reg6/raguette/index.html
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Key Local W aterfront Revit alization Issues

a) Sakeholders Need to Coordinate figfts, Work Together Because it is such a vital asset to the region, the
Raquette River corridor attracts several stakeholdgarizations with a vested interest in the future of the
corridor.

The best dbrts of these groups, howeyeare not very well known or understood by others with similar vested
interestsAll too often, these groups do not communicate well with each other about ways they may coopera-
tively advocate for the corridoplan improvements, pool resources or share their strategic plans in a way that
maximizes results.

Likewise, communities along the river often do not look beyond their own municipal boundaries in developing
plans for maximizing the economic and recreational potential of the Raqie&tdirst step in finding common
ground for cooperative action will be to develop strong, mutually beneficial partnerships with all those who
share a love for the Raquette and are interested in its future.

b) Comprehensive Corridor Information NeedeWhile there are several sources of information available to
visitors about the Raquette Riy#rere is not one single, complete information source for the entire 170 miles of
the corridor This could be because the river corridor cuts through portions of three counties as well as the
Adirondack Park, with little linkage between available information sources in many cases.

There is also no single, comprehensive guidebook available to paddlers providing -euidelorformation
about routes, access points, carries and campsites.

¢) Communities Need to Connect to Corrid@etter Package Experienc&urther there are some sections of

the corridor that are not very well connected to river communities and the corridor itself is rarely viewed as an
integrated systenthere has also been inadequafereto “package” the Raquette River experience in a way
that promotes increased tourism.

The type of nature-based tourism that this process will encourage and promote should not only create new
tourism-related jobs which bring in outside revenues, but also enhance thesregarall quality of life. Qual-

ity of life issues are also very important in recruiting and retaining industries well beyond the tourism sector and,
as a result, assets like the river corridor should be included when promoting the local quality of life to potential
new businesses.

d) Balance Must Be Sought Betwed&tcess and ProtectioWhile the ultimate goal of developing a compre-
hensive revitalization strategy for the Raquette River corridor will be to increase access to and usage of the
river's natural assets, those who have been involved in the process recognize that with this goal comes the
responsibility to ensure that the very reasons people come to enjoy the river are not diminished or destroyed by
carelessness or overuse.

Certain species of fish, like brook trout and round whitefish, have already declined and some of the vibrant
natural habitat along the river is already endangéieeke is currently little understanding about the impact of
public use on the corridr habitats, because of the lack of consistent inventory and assessment of the situation.

Furthermore, there is a need to educate people unfamiliar with interacting with wildlife about issues of safety
and the necessity of being stewards as well as tourists when visiting the river corridor

e) River Lacks Corridor-wide IdentityThe Raquette River is the second longest river in Metk Sate.The

Raquette, howeveis rarely viewed in its entiretprimarily because it lacks a single, unifying brand or cor¥idor

wide identity There is currently little interconnection of recreational opportunities farelift sections of the
Raquette that would enhance the overall experience of visitors, resulting in extended stays, increased expendi-
tures and expanded economic imp#sidth limited resources for promotion, it only makes sense for river com-

Continued on Page 13
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Visioning Process: Analysis of Issues, Opportunities, Constraint s

The community visioning process provided the seeds for the ultimate goals and strategies developed through
this strategic planning process. In three public sessionsfanatdif parts of the river corridgparticipants dis-

cussed how they use their waterfront and river corrigby they value it and what they see as existing problems

and opportunitiesTheir input helped to identify the geographic boundaries of the project and to help define the
potential goals, objectives, priorities and resources available for the revitalization strategy

Facilitators guided the public through a formal visioning process which included a 8W&DyEis (a discus-
sion of SrengthsWeaknesses, Opportunities affireats), as well as a public discussion of their visions of the
future, by providing ideas prefaced with the questions, “I wish,” “What if,” oe ‘8éuld.”

This information helped th&dvisory Committee to better size up what they have to work with and what may be
working against the &frt. This process also helped the committee to gain a better understanding of the water
front and its assets as well providing an important connection to people and resources that will play an important
role in future revitalization &brts.

A summary of those sessions, sorted by area of emphasis, appgaveridix B.

The CorridoAdvisory Group developed the following vision statement, based in part on the community vision-
ing sessionsThe vision of the Raquette River Corridor is to encourage cooperation and interaction among the
townships along the river thelny ceating a sense of unjtgnd to engage in the joint@motions of theecre-

ational oppotunities and natural beauty of the river so thasidents and visitors can best experience the
second longest river in Nework Sate. Enhanced facilities along the ddior should ppmote tourism and
encourage tourists to spend time along the river while cofrsgiand potecting the naturalesouces of the

area. Inceased tourism andecreational activities will encourageevitalization of riverside hamlets thugh
association with and pmotion of the @n Rivers Region. Each township may emphasize its owndeathile
supporting those of the adjoining communities.

Key Local W aterfront Issues Identified Through V  isioning Process...
Continued From Page 12

munities to work together to bring tourists to the corriddnat is needed is a unified approach to promoting the
Raquette, providing an opportunity to emphasize the assets of a single community while supporting those in
communities throughout the corridéin added benefit of this approach may also be to draw visitors away from
overused sections of the river to more underutilized areas.

f) Need for Education ProgramsThe Raquette River corridawith its long, rich cultural heritage and teeming
natural habitat, &&rs anyone who visits an education of a lifetifftee lessons that can be learned from the river
about our past, present and future, howex@uld be better integrated into the curricula of local school districts,
our many institutions of higher education and could enrich the experiences of those visiting the river corridor

Public visioning sessions pointed out the need to develop educational programs that showcase what is unique
about the corridor and its relationship to the communities and people living along thEhdvBiatural History

Museum of thédirondacks (Th&Vild Center), thédirondack Museum in Blue Mountain Lake, thevesasne

Cultural Museum and museums in municipalities along the corridor present perfect opportunities for establish-
ing or expanding riverelated education programs.

The NewYork Sate Dept. of Environmental Conservation has also cited the need to develop well-planned and
multifaceted educational programs designed to influence visitor benBr®@numerous wetland habitats and
hundreds of varieties of birds, fish, flora and fauna all represent a wonderful living lab for the next generation of
ecologists.
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Some Conclusions, Based on V

It is important to promote the “wild side” ¢f*
the river

The fact that we are “a little out of the way”
a plus.

It is important in the future toonserverather
than preserve) what we havihe minute we
bring in more people, that will dramatically*
change the nature of the river

We need to use our assets to bring people
money into the regioi.he river corridor is an *
important recruiting tool for Potsdastolleges
and major industriedVith quality of life is-
sues so important tofefts to recruit and ref *
tain top level professionals, the river will play
an even more important role in bringing gand
keeping industry of all types in the region.

Need to promote the river as the second Ig
est in NewYork Sate

Need to take a regional approach to everything
we do
Usage must be sustainabléhat is eventually -
developed must have limited physical impgact
over time.
Stakeholder groups will play a role in environ-
mental stewardship.

While the river itself may not be much fdif-

S

ng-

Isioning Sessions....

Primarily marketing to the “outdoor enthusi-
ast” and the “eco-tourist

Need to look at reservoir system as “little
lakes,” perhaps even changing their nariés.
also need to make these jewels easier to find.
You dont even know the reservoirs are there!
Need to develop clear connections to other re-
gional attractions and vice versa. (from the

andcolleges to the casino).

Need to tie the road to the riyespecially along
Route 56 south of Colton. Look at developing
a blueway and/or byway trail system

The journey as the attraction!

Promote the diversity of experiences.

Develop a single canoe trail for the entire length
of the river

The river should appeal to thfent types of
users, be multimodal in the sense that it con-
nects roads and river and multi-nodal, that is
having lots of access points to enter and exit.
Develop a map showing carries from Blue
Mountain Lake tAAkwesasne

Need to develop signage on the highway and
along the river that is unique, consistent and
includes things like take-outs and put-ins; car
ries and important safety information.

entin 10-15 years, how we access and promete Need to incorporate GPS coordinates and

the river and connect to the various “Raqué¢tte
River Communities” will be enhanced. .
What we do must show respect for the rjver
express pride in its communities and promote
greater economic viability

Keep in mind the working nature of this river
and its role as a power producer

Need to connect with Clarkson and other
cational institutions with a stake in the rive
Need to “keep things small,” in the proper scale.
We must be careful not to greatly alter the pa-
ture of the river to promote a specific type|of
activity. Promotion and expansion of
whitewater rafting, for example, would change
the nature of the river in ways that may not be
compatible with other uses.

u_

internet-based “virtual tour” of the river

Kiosk maps and information available elec-
tronically that would be akin to a musesm’
self-guided tourwith specific stations along
the corridor

Raquette River Corridor initiative should be
incorporated into town and village planning ef-
forts and be included as part of comprehensive
plans, WRPs, comprehensive plans, etc.
Need to highlight the rivés connection to each
community...make the designation “a Raquette
River Community’

Need to work cooperatively with RR Commu-
nities on projects of common interest and to
develop formal — and financial — relationships
with each community
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f theAdvisory Committee worked to develop a step-by-step strategy to guide the group for
the next phase of plan preparation and ultimate implementation. Using the guideposts sug-
gested by the Loc&Vaterfront Revitalization Program, the committee utilized the information col-
lected at the visioning sessions and through the inventory and analysis to develop its goals, priorities
and strategies for implementation.

Ogce consensus was reached on the general vision of the Raquette River, coemncoers

oal 1: To Develop a Framework for V olunt ary Regional Cooperation
Objective: To Connect River Stakeholders as Meaningful Partners in Revitalization Efforts.

i iviti Time ;
Strategies/Activities Frame Partners el @ SelEes
1. Create a Bluewajrail plan Dept. of $ate (DOS);

2007 River Communities; DOS

Stakeholder Groups
2. Develop a more formal working re- inimal
lationship with each of the municipali- Dept. of Sate (DOS): Minima
ties along the river corridoExplore thd 2007 | pivar communities. Costs
possibility of developing a Memoran-
dum of Agreement establishing|a
Raquette River Intermunicipal Coordgli-
nating Committee.
3. Connect to other conservation apd/ gRtSEkeho_lde;&sP;A Minimal
or recreation initiatives and/organi-| 2007 AgkeMgﬁgtC;?ns b Costs
;ations th_at involve or intersect with the Private Interests '
river corridor (Power Companies)
4. Enter into a meaningful dialoglie
with regional tourism promotion ar{d TPAs and Chambers] o
economic development gainization§ 2007 | ED Omanizations Minimal
to ensure that programs complement StateAgencies Costs
rather than compet&Vhen possible Rec. Clubs
integrate programs with all groups shr
ing common ground.
Online Information: Raquette River Corridor Canoe Routes and Whitewater Raf ting
Raquette River Thugh Franklin County:
http://wwwadirondacks.com/frankadkroutel1.html
http://www.adirondacks.com/saranacsection.html
http://gorp.awayxom/gorp/resource/us_river/ny/centrab.htm
A Guide to Canoeing and Boating Long Lake & Raquette Lake
http://www.longlake-nycom/Boating.html
http://www.longlake-nycom/fishing.html
Whitewater Rafting @bsites
http://www.americanwhitewatesrg/rivers/id/1387/
http://www.americanwhitewatesrg/rivers/id/1386/
http://www.americanwhitewatesrg/content/Gauge/detail/id/2040/
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Goal 2: Encourage Improvement s to Corridor Access and Infrastructure

Objective: To Support Appropriate Development that Improves Access and Usage of River.

velopment and siting.

dor, as well as guidelines for trail de-

Municipalities

' iviti Time
Strategies/Activities Frame Partners Potential $ Sources

. . . | NYS DEC and DOS
1. Id_entlfy Opportunities _for increased o7 Adirondack Mt. Club DOS
public access to the corridor Stakeholder Groups

Municipalities

2. ldentify/establish a principal point pf -
river access in each community whére2007- | Dept. of Sate (DOS); Minimal
information can be made available|to 2008 | River Communities Costs
the public.
3. Work in cooperation with DEC on NYS DEC
developing more camping opportun)i- Dept. of $ate (DOS) DEC
ties on Carry Falls Reservoir and the2009 Stakeholder Groups DOS
former Whispering Pines camp op Brookfield Power
Blake.
4. Identify or develop designated stgps NYS DEC
along the corridor for rest, overnigpt Dept. of $ate (DOS) DEC; DOS
stays and better access to land-bdsetP0® | Stakeholder Groups Municipalities
attractions. Municipalities Private Interests
5. Investigate the possibility of devel- NYS DEC DEC
oping state land between Raymondv|lle2010 | Stakeholder Groups Stakeholders
and Massena for a state campsite. Municipalities Municipalities
6. Work with other stakeholders and NYS DEC DEC; DOS
DEC to develop criteria for the estdb- 010 Dept. of $ate (DOS) ANCA, ADK
lishment of new trails along the corfi- Stakeholder Groups | No. Forest Cano®rail
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oal 3: To Encourage Responsible Use of River
Objective: To Strike a Balance between Economic Development and Resource Protection

's Fragile Ecosystems

Strategies/Activities

Time
Frame

Partners

Potential $ Sources

1. Network with environmental grou

advocate for the environmental st
ardship of the river at all levels of go
ernment.

S

connected to the river corridor and helpygg7

River-Connected
Environmental
Groups,APA, ANCA;
Northern Forest
CanoeTrail

Minimal
Costs

Environmental

v)

areas.

2.Provide information to the genefal : _

public on how to live with the land, river 2007- (l\?cr)?yhpesrﬁllz%’r'eASTCA' Bﬁ/petr (C):fo%a:r?u(nl?t%?;
and wildlife, including a Code of Eth- 2008 | canoeTrail

ics for visitors and stakeholders. Dept. of Sate (DOS)

3. Promote protection of river resourg¢es o

by supporting sound land use policies2008 NYS DEC Minimal

and management practices that ensufe Dept. of Sate (DOS) Costs

a balance between development and River Communities

protection.

4.Facilitate ongoing research that atid§009 DEC DEC

to our knowledge of the corridors com- Stakeholder Groups | Stakeholder Groups
plicated ecosystems and the impact$ of Regional Universitie§ Regional Universitie|
public use over time

5.Develop strategies that divert peopl DEC DOS; DEC

away frorﬁ overuged areas to uncl?eru 5e5009 SZ%‘?/ gpgg}[ge(gos) 1R|i;/:sr/gr?;nmr%%?isties
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Goal 4: To Provide More Complete Corridor Information for V

isitors

Objective: To Provide a Comprehensive User-Friendly ‘Roadmap’ to the Corridor.

APA; DEC; DOS

Strategies/Activities Time Partners Potential $ Sources
Frame
1. Encourage and facilitate consistent DEC;APA; DOS
visitor orientation and informationgl 2007 | ADK Club Dept.st);kS:;]tslé[e)r(‘)SS)
signage along the river Stakeholder Groups
2. Identify/inventory all existing of DEC;APA; DOS Dept. of Sate (DOS
planned trails connecting to tHe 2007- | ADK Club P DEC( )
Raquette, including trail ownership/ 2008 | Stakeholder Groups
management, authority and status. Other Users
© o a Chambers/TRs DOS
3. Develop a comprehensive “Paddlgrs : .
Guide” (with online access) providing 2007 ng I':V'O?le‘gtt%gr%gb’ Stakeholders
information on routes, access, carrjes : Outfitters
. © Trail; Outfitters
and camping opportunities. TPAs/Chambers

4. Create informational kiosks at ke
access points.

Y 2008-
2009

TPAs and Chambers;
Municipalities;ANCA
Dept. of Sate (DOS)

TPAs and Chambers;
Municipalities;ANCA
Dept. of $ate (DOS)

5. Develop a “badge” system that pr
motes paddling experiences along @
ferent sections of the corridor

(.)_
It 5009

TPAs and Chambers;
Municipalities
ANCA,; Rec groups

TPAs and Chambers;
Municipalities
ANCA,; Rec groups

6. Develop suggested itineraries, d
ignated tours, timelines, with varyi
levels of dificulty. rl

aYagl
C

S
2010

TPAs and Chambers;
No. Forest Canoérail;
River Businesses

TPAs and Chambers;
No. Forest Canoérail;
River Businesses

Goal 5: To Support Educational Uses of the River corridor
Objective: To Work with Schools on Programs Relating to River’s History and Environment.

Strategies/Activities

Time
Frame

Partners

Potential $ Sources

1. Develop relationships with loc

opment of curricula relating to -
ent aspects of the river

A
school systems to facilitate the devel-2009

River School Districts
BOCES
Museum Programs

Ed Grant and/or
Foundation Support

2. Put together a traveling exhibit
road show for schools highlighting t
cultural and economic importance
the Raquette.

or

e 2009

of

River School Districts
BOCES
Museum Programs

Ed Grant and/or
Foundation Support

3.Network with college programs thht
use the river as a “learning lab,” as well

2009

College Programs

Ed Grant and/or

fly-fishing, etc.

€ 201

Private Outfitters

as museum programs likEhe Wild Museums Foundation Support
Center inTupper Lake.
4. Offer public seminars on topics lik Chambers/ Rec Groups-ee-based?

Rec Programs

5. Develop a Raquette River muse

including an exhibit celebrating th
river’s history of power production.

im
or river component at other museurhs2012

eor later

Municipalities
Museums
Dept. of Sate (DOS)

Member Iltem

Dept. of Sate (DOS)
NYS Office of
Parks...
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oal 6: To Encourage a Corridor-wide Approach to Promoting Assets

Objective: To Develop and Promote a Corridor-wide “ldentity” and “Brand.”

ment Plan.

i iviti Time
Strategies/Activities e Partners Potential $ Sources
1. Encourage the promotion ot the No. Forest Canoe
Raquette River as a single unit with [ts2007 | Trail: Chambers Dept. of Sate (DOS)
own identity Develop a consistent logo, Trip Planners Stakeholders
marketing materials.
2. With tourism stakeholders, develgpoog7 | ANCA; ARTC DOS; TPAs
a comprehensiv@&ourism Develop- Chambers Chambers

3. Develop Memorandum of Under 2007

Municipalities

Dept. of $ate (DOS)
River Municipalities

more information about programp

2008

standing with RR municipalities to c¢- Chambers/TRs
ordinate planning &brts TPAs/Chambers
4. Enhance existing website tofef Chambers/TRs TPAs and Chambers

Private Partners

Municipalities

and begin e-marketingfefts and news
letter.

2011

Trip Planners
TravelWebsites

ANCA

packages, downloadable coupons, ¢tc. ANCA

5. Promote marketing partnerships with _ ,
river-connected attractions, amenities,qg_ Attractions _ Attractions

and businesses. Develop “Passpq 009 Lodging Properties | Lodging; Restaurantg
discount packages. Restaurants TPAs and Chambers
6. Establish e-mail database of visitprs Chambers TPAs and Chambers

Private Partners

oal 7: To Promote the Corridor as an Engine Driving Local Economies
Objective: To Better Link the Corridor to the Economies of Raquette River Communities

Strategies/Activities

Time
Frame

Partners

Potential $ Sources

1. Encourage land use policies that
compatible with the economic goals
the corridoyusing model land use reg
lations to promote sustainable ed
nomic development.

are
of
- 2008
o_

Dept. of $ate (DOS)
Municipalities
Planning Depts.

Dept. of $ate (DOS)
Municipalities
Planning Depts.

2. Work with other stakeholders to e

and marketing ébrts have the share
goal of boosting corridor communi
economies.

N-

sure that tourism development pla\ESZOOS

Chambers/TRs
ANCA; ARTC
Planning Depts.
Dept. of $ate (DOS)

Dept. of $ate (DOS)
Chambers/TRs
ANCA; ARTC
Planning Depts.

Municipalities

Municipalities

along the corridor

3. Develop Corridor materials for if- oggg

clusion in all business recruitment éf- IDAs IDAs

forts. Cha_m_ber_s_ Champerg .

4. Encourage the development of river 55q :\EI)L'JA\rgmpalltles :\él)l;la\l’gCIpahtleS
related businesses and services. Chambers Chambers

5. Encourage the development of a|re- L e
volving loan fund or other incentives 2012 :\éI)L'JA\nlmpalltles :\él)l;la\l’gCIpahtleS
to promote tourism-related businesses S

Development Cices

Development Cices
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Mt. Blood: Ode to the Raquette River

Words and music by Jamie Savage*

Verse 1~

Long before there were any roads

Long before any folks settled these northern woods
The mount ains pushed up, fields and trees grew t all
And the Raquette River carved them down and

Helped cycle life through freeze and thaw

Refrain~

This river is mount ain blood, it nourishes our bones

A place to live for wildlife, and a well-spring for our towns

A water highway through the woods, yes it s more than it seems
It's a partner in our lives, and

A player in our dreams

Verse 2~

This river ’s held close to many heart s

There are many who remember how , on these banks their families got their st art
Working at the sawmills, sorting logs down at the booms

And helping build communities

With stores and banks, and p arks and schools

Refrain~

Verse 3~

This river is the source of endless fun
For campers, boaters and p addlers, and those who fish in the morning sun
And the trails along the banks, used for centuries
By native hunters and messengers

Are used by all now to hike and ski

Refrain~

Verse 4~
Now we bring our minds together as one
From the lake at Blue Mt., to Akwasasne where the p artridge drums
To give thanks for the Raquette, and the lakes she fills and drains
Her long course connect s us all
Bringing life and peace, and power to change

Refrain~

* Advisoy Boad Member Jamie Savage inggrthe goup by writing this special song,
showecasing the uniquele the river has played in thegions histos.
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